
PRESENT PERFECT TENSE 

 

A. FORM 

Please pay attention to the sentences.  

1. I have just bought a present for my Mom. Tomorrow is her birthday.   

2. The teacher is happy. All students have already done the homework.  

3. It is a lucky of you. You have ever visited Mecca.  

4. I have written books ever since I was a teenager.  

 

5. Ahmad is unhappy. He hasn’t found his wallet yet.  

6. I haven’t seen this beautiful picture before. Is it the picture of Kakbah?  

 

7. „Have you had a bath this morning?‟ „No, I haven’t had a bath this morning. The water is 

run out.‟  

8. „Has Ahmad finished his work?‟ „Not yet. He hasn’t finished it yet.‟  

9. „Who has watched “Rudy Habibie” movie?‟ „I have.‟  

 

10. I’ve been to Jakarta but I haven’t been to Lampung.  

11. Fatima has been in Pontianak since 2004.  

12. You’ve been in your grandpa‟s home for three weeks.  

13. We’ve been married for three years.  

 

Howdy, students! Now, it‟s our turn to study another important tense in English; that is present 

perfect. The sentences above are the examples of the present perfect and number one (1) till 

three (3) are the affirmative / positive form;   

1. I have just bought a present for my Mom. Tomorrow is her birthday.   

2. The teacher is happy. All students have already done the homework.  

3. It is a lucky of you. You have ever visited Mecca.  

 

Don‟t you notice? After the subject, we add „have‟ and „bought‟. „bought‟ is past participle of the 

word „buy‟. See the list of past participle form of some verbs in the table in the end of this 

chapter.  

 

When you want to form the negative sentence, you just add „not‟ after the word „have‟. See 

these examples;  

1. Ahmad is unhappy. He hasn’t found his wallet yet.  

2. I haven’t seen this beautiful picture before. It is the picture of Ka‟bah.  

 

It is just that simple, isn‟t it? Now, let‟s turn to see the interrogative form;  

1. „Have you had a bath this morning?‟ „No, I haven’t had a bath this morning. The water is 

run out.‟  

2. „Has Ahmad finished his work?‟ „Not yet. He hasn’t finished it yet.‟  



3. „Who has watched “Rudy Habibie” movie?‟ „I have.‟ 

 

Don‟t you notice the difference? Yes, in interrogative form the word „have‟ or „has‟ is put 

preceding the subject.  

 

We can also make the present perfect in the nominal sentence. Look at these sentences;  

1. I’ve been to Jakarta but I haven’t been to Lampung.  

2. Fatima has been in Pontianak since 2004.  

3. You’ve been in your grandpa‟s home for three weeks.  

4. We’ve been married for three years. Do you still remember how we met each other and fell 

in love?  

 

Did you see the difference? Yes, in the sentences above we found „been‟ after „have‟ or „has‟.  

To make you easier to understand the present perfect, please pay attention to this table 

thoroughly;  

I 

we 

you 

they  

have („ve) 

have not 

(haven‟t) 

cleaned 

finished 

started 

 

lost 

done 

been 

gone 

 have I 

we 

you 

they 

cleaned? 

finished? 

started? 

 

lost? 

done? 

been? 

gone? 

regular verbs 

he 

she 

it 

has („s) 

has not (hasn‟t) 

 has  he 

she 

it 

irregular verbs 

Adapted from Essential Grammar in Use (Elementary)  

 

Do you still remember the term regular verbs and irregular verbs? Verbs change as well as the 

time changes. For the past simple we use past form (See Chapter 2). In the present perfect we use 

past participle. See the box;  

 

 

Regular verbs: the past participle is –ed (the same as the past simple): 

clean > I have cleaned   finish >  we have finished   start > she has started  

 

Irregular verbs: the past participle is sometimes the same as the past simple and sometimes 

different (see appendix 2-3). For example:  

the same:  buy > I bought / I have bought   have > he had / he has had  

different:  break > I broke / I have broken   see > you saw / you have seen  

  fall > it fell / it has fallen   go > they went / they have gone 

 

Adapted from Essential Grammar in Use (Elementary)  

 

 

 



B. USAGE 

Generally, we use the present perfect;  

 for something that started in the past and continues in the present;  

o „Has Ahmad finished his work?‟ „Not yet. He hasn’t finished it yet.‟ 

o We’ve been married for three years. Do you still remember how we met each 

other and fell in love?  

 for something we have done several times in the past and continue to do;  

o  I have written books ever since I was a teenager.  

 when we are talking about our experience up to the present;  

o It is a lucky of you. You have ever visited Mecca.  

o I haven’t seen this beautiful picture before. It is the picture of Ka‟bah. 

 for something that happened in the past but it is important at the time of speaking;  

o I have just bought a present for my Mom. Tomorrow is her birthday.   

o The teacher is happy. All students have already done the homework. 

o Ahmad is unhappy. He hasn’t found his wallet yet.  

o „Have you had a bath this morning?‟ „No, I haven’t had a bath this morning. 

The water is run out.‟  

o „Has Ahmad finished his work?‟ „Not yet. He hasn’t finished it yet.‟  

o „Who has watched “Rudy Habibie” movie?‟ „I have.‟ 

 

The present perfect tense has some time adverbials. Look at these sentences again;  

1. I have just bought a present for my Mom. Tomorrow is her birthday.   

2. The teacher is happy. All students have already done the homework.  

3. „Has Ahmad finished his work?‟ „Not yet. He hasn‟t finished it yet.‟  

 

The bold words are time adverbials for the present perfect.  

just = a short time ago | already = before you expected / before I expected | yet = until now  

 

C. EXERCISES  

Complete the sentences with a verb from the list.  

break buy  decide finish forget  go  

go  invite  see  not / see take  tell  

 

1. „Can I have this newspaper?‟ „Yes, I‟ve finished with it.‟ 

2. I ……………………………….. some new shoes. Do you want to see them?  

3. „Where is Liz?‟ „She ……………………………….. out.‟ 

4. I‟m looking for Paula. ……………………………….. you ………………………… her?  

5. Look! Somebody ……………………………….. that window.  

6. „Does Lisa know that you‟re going away?‟ „Yes, I ……………………………….. her.  

7. I can‟t find my umbrella. Somebody ……………………………….. it.  

8. I‟m looking for Sarah. Where ………………………… she ………………………..?  

9. I know that woman but I ……………………………….. her name.  



10. Sue is having a party tonight. She ……………………………….. a lot of people.  

11. What are you going to do? …………………………you ………………………..?  

12. „Where are my glasses?‟ „I don‟t know. I ……………………………….. them.‟  

 

Look at the pictures. What has happened? Choose from;  

 

go to bed clean his shoes stop raining  close the door fall down  have a bath  

 

 
 

Read the sentences that use the present perfect. Put the reasons for using the present 

perfect from the top and match them with the sentences.  

Time adverbial of recent past Past event important at the time of speaking 

Something done several times in the past With a time adverbial that includes the present 

Experience up to the present  

 

1. She has been married three times.  

2. I don‟t think I‟ve ever seen an eclipse.  

3. I think he‟s broken his leg. We‟d better phone for an ambulance.  

4. You‟ll never guess who I‟ve just met.  

5. We haven‟t had any complaints so far.  
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Most Common 50 Irregular Verbs  

No Base Form Past Tense Form Past Participle 
 No Base Form Past Tense 

Form 

Past Participle 

1  say  said  said   26  mean  meant  meant  

2  make  made  made   27  set  set  set  

3  go  went  gone   28  meet  met  met  

4  take  took  taken   29  run  ran  run  

5  come  came  come   30  pay  paid  paid  

6  see  saw  seen   31  sit  sat  sat  

7  know  knew  known   32  speak  spoke  spoken  

8  get  got  got/gotten (US)   33  lie  lay  lain  

9  give  gave  given   34  lead  led  led  

10  find  found  found   35  read  read  read  

11  think  thought  thought   36  grow  grew  grown  

12  tell  told  told   37  lose  lost  lost  

13  become  became  become   38  fall  fell  fallen  

14  show  showed  shown   39  send  sent  sent  

15  leave  left  left   40  build  built  built  

16  feel  felt  felt   41  understand  understood  understood  

17  put  put  put   42  draw  drew  drawn  

18  bring  brought  brought   43  break  broke  broken  

19  begin  began  begun   44  spend  spent  spent  

20  keep  kept  kept   45  cut  cut  cut  

21  hold  held  held   46  rise  rose  risen  

22  write  wrote  written   47  drive  drove  driven  

23  stand  stood  stood   48  buy  bought  bought  

24  hear  heard  heard   49  wear  wore  worn  

25  let  let  let   50  choose  chose  chosen  

Adapted from esl-longue.com 

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/english-grammar/verbs/present-tense/present-perfect
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/english-grammar/verbs/present-tense/present-perfect

