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The following text is for questions 1-9 

Ali ibn Abi Talib 

Ali ibn Abi Talib was the cousin and son-in-law of the Islamic prophet Muhammad, ruling over 

the Islamic Caliphate from 656 to 661. He is a son of Abu Talib and was also the first young 

male who accepted Islam. Ali was also the fourth and final of the Rashidun (rightly guided 

Caliphs). 

Ali was born in the sacred sanctuary of the Kaaba in Mecca, the holiest place in Islam. His father 

was Abu Talib and his mother was Fatima bint Asad, but he was raised in the household of 

Muhammad, who himself was raised by Abu Talib, Muhammad's uncle and Ali's father. When 

Muhammad reported receiving a divine revelation, Ali was the first male to accept his message 

and first to convert to Islam at the age of 12, dedicating his life to the cause of Islam. 

In 622, the year of Muhammad's migration to Yathrib (now Medina), Ali risked his life by 

sleeping in Muhammad's bed to impersonate him and thwart an assassination plot so that 

Muhammad could escape in safety. This night is called Laylat al-Mabit. He was 22 or 23 years 

old when he migrated to Medina.  

In 623, Muhammad told Ali that God ordered him to give his daughter Fatimah Zahra to Ali in 

marriage. Ali had four children born to Fatimah, the only child of Muhammad to have surviving 

progeny. Their marriage lasted until Fatimah's death ten years later. Although polygamy was 

permitted, Ali did not marry another woman while Fatimah was alive, and his marriage to her 

possesses a special spiritual significance for all Muslims because it is seen as the marriage 

between two great figures surrounding Muhammad. After Fatimah's death, Ali married other 

wives and fathered many children. 

After the death of Muhammad In 632, Ali neither took part in any battle or conquest, nor did he 

assume any executive position. He withdrew from political affairs, especially after the death of 

his wife, Fatimah Zahra. He used his time to serve his family and worked as a farmer. Ali dug a 

lot of wells and planted gardens near Medina and endowed them for public use. These wells are 

known today as Abar Ali ("Ali's wells"). 

Ali was caliph between 656 and 661, during one of the most turbulent periods in Muslim history, 

which also coincided with the First Fitna. During his leadership, there are many civil wars which 

involved his family and friends such as Aisha and Muawiyah.  

On the 19th of Ramadan 40 AH, which would correspond to January 25/26, 661 CE, while 

praying in the Great Mosque of Kufa, Ali was attacked by the Kharijite Abd-al-Rahman ibn 

Muljam. He was wounded by ibn Muljam's poison-coated sword while prostrating in the Fajr 

prayer. Ali ordered his sons not to attack the Kharijites, instead stipulating that if he survived, 

ibn Muljam would be pardoned whereas if he died, ibn Muljam should be given only one equal 

hit (regardless of whether or not he died from the hit). 

Ali died a few days later on January 31, 661 CE (21 Ramadan 40 A.H). Hasan fulfilled Qisas and 

gave equal punishment to ibn Muljam upon Ali's death. 

Adapted from Wikipedia 

1. What is the text about?  

A. Ali ibn Abi Thalib is a great warrior 

B. The life of Ali ibn Abi Thalib  

C. Ali was the fourth caliph in Islam 

D. Ali’s wife with his beloved wife, Fatimah 

E. Ali was born in Mecca  

2. What does paragraph 4 talk mainly about?  

A. Ali’s wedding with Fatimah Zahra 

B. Ali had four children born  

C. The death of Muhammad  

D. Ali’s family life 
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E. The migration to Yathrib  

3. What is the family relationship between Ali and Muhammad [PBUH]?  

A. He is a son of Abu Talib and was also the first young male who accepted Islam. 

B. Ali ibn Abi Talib was the cousin and son-in-law of the Islamic prophet Muhammad 

C. Ali was also the fourth and final of the Rashidun (rightly guided Caliphs). 

D. Ali is the husband of Fatimah, the daughter of Islamic prophet Muhammad 

E. Ali was born in the sacred sanctuary of the Kaaba in Mecca 

4. We know from the story that Ali died because …  

A. He wounded ibn Muljam's poison-coated sword while prostrating in the Fajr prayer. 

B. Ibn Muljam poisoned Ali’s coated sword  

C. Ibn Muljam stabbed Ali by a poison-coated sword  

D. Ibn Muljan was wounded by Ali with a poison-coated sword 

E. Hasan fulfilled Qisas and gave equal punishment to ibn Muljam upon Ali's death 

5. These works were carried out by Ali after prophet Muhammad and Fatimah had passed 

away until the assassination of Utman ibn Affan, except …  

A. Serving the family 

B. Doing some farming activities 

C. Serving the public 

D. Taking part in any battle or conquest  

E. Cultivating the garden 

6. Ali’s leadership was coincided with the first fitna since …   

A. There were many civil wars involving Ali’s family and friends 

B. It is the most turbulent period in the Islamic history 

C. Many Muslims convert to Christianity and Jewish 

D. There are many people who declared themselves as the next prophets 

E. Ali was caliph between 656 and 661 

7. “Ali was the first male to accept his message and first to convert to Islam at the age of 12…” 

(paragraph 2).  

The underlined word is close in meaning to …  

A. accept  

B. receive 

C. believe 

D. betray 

E. transform  

8. “…ibn Muljam should be given only one equal hit (regardless of whether or not he died 

from the hit)” (paragraph 7).  

The underlined word refers to … 

A. Ali ibn Abi Thalib  

B. Ibn Muljam 

C. Hasan ibn Ali 

D. Kharijites  

E. Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan  

9. This passage is an example of …. 

a. Personal Recount  

b. Factual Recount  

c. Biography Recount  

d. Historical Recount  

The following text is for questions 10-16  

A Holiday Picnic 

 

On last summer vacation we spent a day at the Hawk’s Bay with some of our friends. Hawk’s 

Bay is at a distance of eight kilometers from our residence. We all decided to go by taxi. It was a 

happy union. We set out for the sea-side merrily and cheerfully. The weather was pleasant. Cold 

wind was blowing. The sky was partially overcast. 

 

As we reached the sea-side at about 9 A.M. we smiled at each other in joy. We were in a mood to 

enjoy ourselves as much as possible. We carried enough food and fruit. We hired a hut because it 
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was necessary to take rest in the afternoon. First of all, we had some refreshment. We then 

decided to tell jokes. All of us told all the jokes that we remembered. We laughed so much that 

we forgot all our troubles and problems. 

 

By the time the sun grew hot, we decided to come out of our hut. There was a huge crowd there, 

All were enjoying to their best. We wandered on the sea shore and collected pebbles and shell. 

We enjoyed rowing in a boat. It was a very pleasant experience. On the next occasion we bathed 

in water for about an hour. We played various types of games while we were in the water. We 

had brought a rubber canoe along with us. Some of us took that out and filled it with air and 

started rowing against the on-coming wave. Very swiftly time was passing and we felt hungry. 

 

It was now lunch time. Each of us carried best of dishes prepared at home. We fell to eating and 

enjoyed every morsel of them. In short we did full justice to it without caring for our stomachs. 

After the lunch, the entertainment began. Asif entertained us with his songs. It was a discovery 

for us that he is such a good singer. Then another friend came forward to tell funny stories. His 

stories were full of humor. They made us roll with laughter. We played cards for sometime. 

 

One thing I liked most was the sunset. I saw the sun slowly going down. The sun had lost all its 

fierceness and heat. It touched the horizon and then vanished. The sky became orange coloured. 

The gradual manner of sinking of sun in the water of the Arabian Sea was full of grandeur and 

splendor. As the sun sank, thing around us presented a vast contrast to what they had been 

before. The whole scene was sweet. 

 

We enjoyed every moment of the excursion to the sea-side. A wave of happiness which went 

round us, will remain fresh in our memory for a long time. We were now quite tired. We wished 

to return home. We hired two taxies and returned home at about 9 P.M after enjoying the whole 

day. 

Source: http://stariqgoods.blogspot.com/2013/09/a-picnic-holiday-trip-essay.html 

10. What did the writer have at the Hawk’s Bay with his friends? They have … 

A. a happy union  

B. cold wind in the seaside 

C. a summer vocation  

D. an amazing party  

E. a summer picnic  

11. What made them hire a hut near the seaside? Because … 

A. they need to take rest in the afternoon 

B. it was extremely hot 

C. the seaside was rainy 

D. they had some refreshment  

E. they carried food and fruit  

12. Which one of these statements was true about Asif?  

A. Everyone has already known he is a good singer 

B. He sang very well in that day 

C. He told stories which were full of humor 

D. He played cards very well 

E. He couldn’t sing song  

13. What was the common impression of the writer and his friends about this picnic?  

A. Irritating  

B. Terrible 

C. Tiring 

D. Exciting 

E. Surprising  

14. It can be inferred from the text that the writer and his friends were … 

A. satisfied with this vacation  

http://stariqgoods.blogspot.com/2013/09/a-picnic-holiday-trip-essay.html
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B. disappointed with the picnic 

C. happy and wished to stay there a little bit longer 

D. feeling blessed after the vacation  

E. tired and would easily forget the moment of the excursion  

15. “We set out for the sea-side merrily and cheerfully.” (paragraph 1) 

The underlined words have similar meaning with …  

A. saw  

B. arranged  

C. watched 

D. arrived 

E. visited  

16. “We fell to eating and enjoyed every morsel of them.” (paragraph 4).  

The underlined word refers to …  

A. best of dishes  

B. morsel 

C. lunch time  

D. the writer and his friends 

E. stomachs  

The following text is for questions 17-19  

A Memoir of WS Rendra 

Willibrordus Surendra Broto Rendra, known as WS Rendra was born in Solo on November 7, 

1935. He was a poet, writer, dramatist, cultural activist, and theater director. He was one of the 

most talented artists and often called “the peacock” by the press.  

Rendra studied at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts, the same school as Marlon Brando, 

the greatest movie actor of all time. After he graduated, he returned to Indonesia in 1968, and he 

founded “Bengkel Teater” (Theater Workshop) in Yogyakarta. The group quickly astonished 

audiences with works that were artistically experimental. Rendra rose to fame as a poet in 1950s. 

He is also credited as the man who brought modern Indonesian theater to its maturity through his 

experimental works with Bengkel Teater. Rendra brought traditional expressions into modern 

context.  

In 1969, he created a series of dramas without any dialogues where actors employed their bodies 

and simple sounds such as bipbop, zzz, and rambate rata-rata. The journalist poet Goenawan 

Muhammad dubbed these experimental performances as a “mini-word theater”.  

Rendra died at the age of 73, but he remained the influential poet in the country.  

 

17. How did Bengkel Teater amaze their fans?  

A. They created up to date art work 

B. They introduced a new drama workshop 

C. They changed traditional theater into modern one 

D. They performed artistically experimental work 

E. They performed modern expressions to the audience 

18. Why did Gunawan Muhamad call Rendra’s series of drama as a “mini-word theater”? 

Because …  

A. they didn’t use verbal and body language  

B. they used only simple sounds 

C. they did not use dialogues  
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D. the actors only used their bodies 

E. the actors just kept silent during the show  

19. What does the writer suggest Rendra was?  

A. A multi-talented artist 

B. An astonishing drama writer 

C. The exemplary artist of Indonesia  

D. The greatest movie actor of all time  

E. The peacock of the Indonesian drama  

The following text is for questions 20-22 

The Near-Death Story of Mellen-Thomas Benedict 

In 1982, I died from terminal cancer. My condition was non-operable. I chose not to have 

chemotherapy. I was given six to eight months to live. Before this time, I had become 

increasingly despondent over the nuclear crisis, the ecology crisis, and so forth. I came to believe 

that nature had made mistake-that we were probably a cancerous organism on the planet. And 

that is what eventually killed me.  

Before my near-death experience, I tried all sort of alternative healing methods. None helped. So 

I determined that this was between me and God. I had never really considered God. Neither was 

I into any kind of spirituality and alternative healing. I read various religions and philosophies. 

They gave hope that there was something on the other side.  

I had no medical insurance, so my life savings went overnight on tests. Unwilling to drag my 

family into this, I determined to handle this myself. I ended up in hospice care and was blessed 

with an angel for my hospice caretaker, whom I will call “Anne”. She stayed with me through all 

that was to follow.  

20. According to Mellen-Thomas Benedict, what is the reason for many people to die in cancer?  

A. The nuclear and ecology crises  

B. All sorts of alternative healing methods  

C. They do not believe in the existence of God 

D. Chemotherapy is too expensive for most people  

E. The nature’s mistake to make the human being a cancerous organism  

21. We know from the story that Mellen-Thomas Benedict believed that he eventually died … 

A. because God decided so 

B. because he was not operated 

C. because he did not have chemotherapy  

D. because of the alterative healing methods  

E. because he did not have any medical insurance  

22. Why did he choose to stay in a hospice care?  

A. They will take care of his health problem 

B. He had to do the medical checks there 

C. Anne asked him to stay there 

D. His family told him so 

E. He was broke  
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The following text is for questions 23-29 

On the Blind Men and the Affair of the Elephant 

There was a great city in the country of Ghur, in which all the people were blind. A certain king 

passed by that place, bringing his army and pitching his camp on the plain. He had a large and 

magnificent elephant to minister to his pomp and excite awe, and to attack in battle.  

A desire arose among the people to see this monstrous elephant, and a number of the blind, like 

fools, visited it, every one running in his haste to find out its shape and form.  

They came, and being without the sight of their eyes groped about it with their hands; each of 

them by touching one member obtained a notion of some one part; each one got a conception of 

an impossible object, and fully believed his fancy true. When they returned to the people of the 

city, the others gathered round them, all expectant, so misguided and deluded were they. They 

asked about the appearance and shape of the elephant, and what they told all listened to.  

One asked him whose hand had come upon its ear about the elephant; he said, "It is a huge and 

formidable object, broad and rough and spreading, like a carpet."  

And he whose hand had come upon its trunk said, "I have found out about it; it is straight and 

hollow in the middle like a pipe, a terrible thing and an instrument of destruction."  

And he who had felt the thick hard legs of the elephant said, "As I have it in mind, its form is 

straight like a planed pillar."  

Every one had seen some one of its parts, and all had seen it wrongly. No mind knew the whole. 

Knowledge is never the companion of the blind. All, like fools deceived, fancied absurdities.  

Men know not the Divine essence; into this subject the philosophers may not enter.  

Source: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type1317.html#sanai 

23. What did the king bring a large and magnificent elephant for? For …  

A. bringing his army 

B. attacking in the battle  

C. pitching his camp on the plain 

D. exciting the awe and pomp  

E. serving his army  

24. What was an amazing thing from the city in the country of Ghur where the king passed?  

A. It was a great city 

B. It was located in the central of the country of Ghur 

C. It was led by the king who had a magnificent elephant 

D. Many tourists visited this city every year 

E. All citizens of the city were blind  

25. How did the blinds describe the elephant?  

A. They described it differently based on the body part they touched  

B. They were told by the army about the body of the elephant  

C. They asked about the appearance and shape of the elephant 

D. One asked him whose hand had come upon its ear about the elephant 

E. Everyone ran in his haste to find out its shape and form 

26. Which of these sentences is correct according to the text …  

A. The elephant is like a carpet which broad and rough  

B. The elephant is like a pipe, a terrible thing  

C. The blinds told the incorrect information about the elephant  



7 English Written Test for the Tenth Grade of SMA| http://www.syahruzzaky.wordpress.com 

 

D. The description of the elephant was about to be correct  

E. The elephant is like a planned pillar  

27. The possible moral message for the story is …  

A. Be like elephant which is useful for other people 

B. We must confirm someone’s information  

C. Knowledge is never the companion of the blind  

D. Fools are deceived  

E. The elephant is a good companion for the army 

28. “He had a large and magnificent elephant” (paragraph 1).  

The underlined word has similar meaning with …  

A. great  

B. funny 

C. strong 

D. fancy 

E. sound  

29. "I have found out about it; it is straight and hollow in the middle like a pipe, a terrible thing 

and an instrument of destruction." (paragraph 5).  

The underlined word refers to …  

A. the blind 

B. the elephant  

C. trunk 

D. hand 

E. carpet  

 

The following text is for questions 30-35 

Filippo Balducci and His Son 

When Filippo Balducci lost his wife to death, he resolved to devote himself and his young son to 

God. Consequently he gave his worldly possessions to charity, then took his little son to the 

slopes of Mount Asinaio, where they lived together in a cave, completely secluded from the 

ways and temptations of the world. In this remote sanctuary, Filippo taught his son about God 

and the saints, protecting him always from distractions and sin.  

Only after the boy reached the age of eighteen did the father feel it safe to expose him to the 

outside world. 

"Surely," thought Filippo, "his years of devotion and prayer in this place of solitude will now 

defend him against the ways of the world." And the two of them, father and son, set off for the 

city of Florence. 

Everything was new and amazing for the son: houses, palaces, churches, horses, and people. 

Filled with amazement, he asked his father about every unfamiliar thing, and Filippo dutifully 

provided names and explanations for all that they saw, that is, until they happened upon a party 

of beautiful young women. The boy, who until now had never beheld such a sight, could not take 

his eyes from them. 

"Do not look at them," warned Filippo. 

"But what are they?" asked the son. 

"Oh, they are just geese," replied Filippo, wanting to divert the boy's attention from the young 

women. 
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"Please, father," begged the boy, "let me have one of those geese. I could put something into its 

bill. 

"No!" exclaimed the father. "Their bills are not where you think they are, and they require 

special feeding. And furthermore they are evil!" 

Poor Filippo now regretted having taken his son from his protective sanctuary, for even as he 

spoke, he realized that however clever his responses were, they were no match for the boy's 

natural inclinations. 

30. What does paragraph 4 mainly talk about?  

A. The boy wanted to see all parts of the city  

B. The boy’s amazement to the city  

C. Filippo Balducci taught his son everything in the city 

D. They happened upon a party of beautiful young women  

31. Filippo Balducci isolated his little son in the Mount Asinaio as he wanted to… 

A. seclude his son from the ways and temptations of the world 

B. devote his son to God  

C. live together in an isolated deserted cave 

D. protect his son always from distractions and sin  

E. remember his wife  

32. Which of this statement is true about the son …  

A. He lived in the sanctuary with his own desire  

B. He learned many things in the sanctuary  

C. His father hates him very much  

D. He was sinful, therefore he was isolated in the sanctuary 

E. He had no mother  

33. What is the failure of the isolation?  

A. The isolation could not erase the boy’s natural inclinations  

B. Because of the isolation, the son was obsessed with the women 

C. Filippo’s son became poor because of the isolation  

D. It made the son think that girls resemble geese 

E. The son knew everything  

34. "Do not look at them," warned Filippo. (Paragraph 5) 

The underlined word refers to … 

A. houses 

B. palaces 

C. women 

D. horses 

E. people  

35. The passage above is the example of …  

A. descriptive text  

B. narrative text 

C. spoof 

D. procedure 

E. review  

Questions 36-39: complete the following text with the words provided  

One day, Archie, his brother and sister (33) …. for a hike in the hills. On their way to the hill a 

growl and a bark (34) …. heard somewhere nearby. The sound scared them so much that they 

started to cry. Archie’s brother and sister ran quickly away as the wolf chase, but Archie did not 

run. He stayed there in the ground. With an angry look Archie showed no fear at all. He yelled at 

the wolf and it turned right around. It was pleased of him that it slipped on the ground. The wolf 
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ran away through trees, quickly out of his sight. When his brother and his sister (35) …. what 

Archie did, they (36) …. that Archie was truly a courageous kid. 

36. … 

A. go  

B. goed  

C. gone 

D. went  

E. goes  

37.  … 

A. were  

B. was 

C. are 

D. is 

E. am  

38. … 

A. see 

B. saw 

C. seed 

D. seeing 

E. sees  

39. … 

A. thought  

B. taught 

C. teach 

D. think 

E. thinked  

 

40. Arrange these sentences below into a good paragraph. 

1. He had climbed up the hill and went through a thick jungle to get to a nearest town.  

2. When he approached, he found some people gathering around a big tree.  

3. Then he took out a big sharp axe and planned to cut down the tree.  

4. Suddenly, he heard trembles from a bush.  

5. Once upon a time there lived a young man, named Nazar.  

6. One day, Nazar went to town to look for a job.  

7. He lived a very poor life.  

8. Nazar realized that the people were doing against God order.  

 

A. 5 – 7 – 6 – 1 – 4 – 2 – 8 – 3  

B. 5 – 6 – 7 – 1 – 2 – 4 – 8 – 3 

C. 5 – 6 – 7 – 1 – 4 – 2 – 8 – 3 

D. 5 – 7 – 6 – 3 – 4 – 2 – 8 – 1 

E. 5 – 7 – 6 – 4 – 3 – 2 – 8 – 1 

 

-- Alhamdulillah --  

 


